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ABSTRACT

The research aims to study senses and sensory experiences in social life
of the blind by using sociology of the senses as a conceptual framework. The
instruments of the research which have been used extensively are narrative
interviews and participant observations with 15 blind people who work for
government organization, private organization and self-employed business. The study
analyses practices of combined senses of sound, touch, taste, and smell. The blind’s
sensory experiences are created, developed, and refined in concurrence with their
being in the social world. These sensory experiences and techniques are, in turn, be

accumulated as their stock of knowledge and shape the social world.

The study also argues that living in the social world, the blind have to

[

confront and impose with those who have “good eye”, they endeavor to eliminate
the stereotypes of the blind. Sensory experiences and sensory techniques are, then,
used to present their survival skills and abilities. Senses and body of the blind are

social space where they develop their social world.

Keywords: senses, sensory experience, blind people, sociology of senses
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